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.{[;. Ray Of Hope
Church Of Our Lord Jesus Christ

“My House shall be a house of prayer for All People.”
(Isaiah 56:7)

Founded: 10/31/1983. Now in our Thirty-seventh year of Min-

ISt[ Y. MISSION: Love God, Love your neighbor,
make disciples of every person everywhere.
(Matthew 22:37-39; Matthew 28:19)

“This is the time we need to shine.”

“We are standing in Faith and Expecting Victory.”
Veronica Floyd, Moderator

Rev. Br. Shawn F. Benedict, O.S.B, Appointed Pastor

A very special welcome to our visitors.
You are as welcome here as Jesus Christ Himself.
Scripture exhorts us: “Welcome one another, then, as Christ
welcomed you, for the glory of God” Romans 15:7 (NABRE — 2011)

Guests are invited to participate in all parts of the worship service as you feel com-
fortable. We are building a wonderful Christ-centered Community here, and we invite
you to share in our joy! After the Worship Service, please join us for a time of re-
freshments and sharing.

March 29, 2020 Lent Week 5 Year A
“Behold, | am doing a new thing; now it springs forth,
do you not perceive it?” (Isaiah 43:19 ESV)
“Behold, | make all things new.” (Revelation 21:5)

Ray Of Hope Church teaches the same Christian faith of ancient
ecumenical consensus. St. Vincent of Lerins, a fifth century monk
and theologian, described it as
“what has been believed always, everywhere, and by all.”

Scripture Readings for this worship event:

First Reading: Ezekiel 37:7-14 NRSV 1st Test. Pg. 806

Psalm: Psalm 130 selected verses - responsorial in this
bulletin.

Second Reading: Romans 8:1-11 NRSV 2™ Test. Pg. 157
Gospel: John 11:1-45 NRSV 2"° Testament page 104

*We use the term 1st for the “Old” Testament and 2nd for the
“New” Testament. The NRSV Bible 1st Testament numbers are
found in the front portion of the Bible and the 2nd Testament
numbers are found in the later portion. If this confuses you just
ask someone around you to assist you. Thank you.
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First Reading: Ezekiel 37:7-14 NRSV 1st Test. Pg. 806
Resurrection of the House of Israel and Millennial Kingdom

"So | prophesied as | had been commanded; and as | prophe-
sied, suddenly there was a noise, a rattling, and the bones
came together, bone to its bone. 8] looked, and there were sin-
ews on them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin had
covered them; but there was no breath in them. ° Then he said
to me, “Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, mortal, and say to
the breath: Thus says the Lord Gob: Come from the four
winds, O breath, and breathe upon these slain, that they may
live.” 1 prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath
came into them, and they lived, and stood on their feet, a vast
multitude.

"Then he said to me, “Mortal, these bones are the whole
house of Israel. They say, ‘Our bones are dried up, and our
hope is lost; we are cut off completely.” ' Therefore prophesy,
and say to them, Thus says the Lord Gob: | am going to open
your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my
people; and | will bring you back to the land of Israel.

'3 And you shall know that | am the LoRD, when | open your
graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my people. ™|
will put my spirit within you, and you shall live, and | will place
you on your own soil; then you shall know that |, the LORD,
have spoken and will act, says the LORD.”

Reader: This is the Word of the Lord.

ALL: Thanks be to God.

Psalm: Psalm 130 selected verses

R. With the Lord there is mercy and fullness of redemption.
Out of the depths | cry to you, O LORD;

LORD, hear my voice!

Let your ears be attentive

to my voice in supplication.

R. With the Lord there is mercy and fullness of redemption.
If you, O LORD, mark iniquities,

LORD, who can stand?

But with you is forgiveness,




that you may be revered.

R. With the Lord there is mercy and fullness of redemption.
| trust in the LORD;

my soul trusts in his word.

More than the night guards wait for the dawn,

let Israel wait for the LORD.

R. With the Lord there is mercy and fullness of redemption.
For with the LORD is kindness

and with God is unending redemption.

God will redeem lIsrael from all their iniquities.

R. With the Lord there is mercy and fullness of redemption.

Second Reading: Romans 8:1-11 NRSV 2™ Test. Pg. 157
Life in the Spirit

8 There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in
Christ Jesus. 2For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus
has set you free from the law of sin and of death. *For God has
done what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do: by
sending God’s own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and to
deal with sin, God condemned sin in the flesh, * so that the just
requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not ac-
cording to the flesh but according to the Spirit. °For those who
live according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the
flesh, but those who live according to the Spirit set their minds
on the things of the Spirit. ®To set the mind on the flesh is
death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. ’ For
this reason the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it
does not submit to God’s law—indeed it cannot, 8 and those
who are in the flesh cannot please God.

9But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the
Spirit of God dwells in you. Anyone who does not have the
Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. '°But if Christ is in you,
though the body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life be-
cause of righteousness. " If the Spirit of God who raised Jesus
from the dead dwells in you, God who raised Christ from the
dead will give life to your mortal bodies also through his Spirit
that dwells in you.
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Reader: This is the Word of the Lord.
ALL: Thanks be to God.

Gospel: John 11:1-45 NRSV 2"° Testament page 104

11 Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village
of Mary and her sister Martha. > Mary was the one who anoint-
ed the Lord with perfume and wiped his feet with her hair; her
brother Lazarus was ill. * So the sisters sent a message to Je-
sus, “Lord, he whom you love is ill.” 4 But when Jesus heard it,
he said, “This illness does not lead to death; rather it is for
God’s glory, so that the Son of God may be glorified through it.”
® Accordingly, though Jesus loved Martha and her sister and
Lazarus, ° after having heard that Lazarus was ill, he stayed
two days longer in the place where he was.

"Then after this he said to the disciples, “Let us go to Judea
again.” 8 The disciples said to him, “Rabbi, the Jews were just
now trying to stone you, and are you going there again?”

® Jesus answered, “Are there not twelve hours of daylight?
Those who walk during the day do not stumble, because they
see the light of this world. "° But those who walk at night stum-
ble, because the light is not in them.” "' After saying this, Jesus
told them, “Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but | am going
there to awaken him.” ' The disciples said to him, “Lord, if he
has fallen asleep, he will be all right.” ' Jesus, however, had
been speaking about his death, but they thought that he was
referring merely to sleep. ™ Then Jesus told them plainly,
“Lazarus is dead. '® For your sake | am glad | was not there, so
that you may believe. But let us go to him.” '® Thomas, who
was called the Twin, said to his fellow disciples, “Let us also
go, that we may die with him.”

Jesus the Resurrection and the Life

"When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been
in the tomb four days. '® Now Bethany was near Jerusalem,
some two miles away, '*and many of the Jews had come to
Martha and Mary to console them about their brother. ?° When
Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went and met him,
while Mary stayed at home. 2" Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if
you had been here, my brother would not have died. ?? But
even now | know that God will give you whatever you ask of
him.” 2 Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.”

4
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4 Martha said to him, “I know that he will rise again in the res-
urrection on the last day.” % Jesus said to her, “I am the resur-
rection and the life. Those who believe in me, even though
they die, will live, #° and everyone who lives and believes in me
will never die. Do you believe this?” 2" She said to him, “Yes,
Lord, I believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, the
one coming into the world.”

Jesus Weeps

% \When she had said this, she went back and called her sister
Mary, and told her privately, “The Teacher is here and is calling
for you.” 2 And when she heard it, she got up quickly and went
to him. ** Now Jesus had not yet come to the village, but was
still at the place where Martha had met him. *' The Jews who
were with her in the house, consoling her, saw Mary get up
quickly and go out. They followed her because they thought
that she was going to the tomb to weep there. **When Mary
came where Jesus was and saw him, she knelt at his feet and
said to him, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not
have died.” **When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who
came with her also weeping, he was greatly disturbed in spirit
and deeply moved. * He said, “Where have you laid him?”
They said to him, “Lord, come and see.” ** Jesus began to
weep. > So the Jews said, “See how he loved him!” *" But
some of them said, “Could not he who opened the eyes of the
blind man have kept this man from dying?”

Jesus Raises Lazarus to Life

% Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It
was a cave, and a stone was lying against it. ** Jesus said,
“Take away the stone.” Martha, the sister of the dead man,
said to him, “Lord, already there is a stench because he has
been dead four days.” *° Jesus said to her, “Did | not tell you
that if you believed, you would see the glory of God?”*' So
they took away the stone. And Jesus looked upward and said,
“Father, | thank you for having heard me. *?| knew that you al-
ways hear me, but | have said this for the sake of the crowd
standing here, so that they may believe that you sent me.”
43\When he had said this, he cried with a loud voice, “Lazarus,
come out!” ** The dead man came out, his hands and feet-
bound with strips of cloth, and his face wrapped in a cloth. Je-
sus said to them, “Unbind him, and let him go.”

o]
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*>Many of the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary and
had seen what Jesus did, believed in him.

Reader: This is the Gospel of the Lord.

ALL: Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

Sermon: Rev. Br. Shawn F. Benedict, Pastor

Resurrection: ISRAEL Ez. 37:12Thus says the Lord Gob: | am go-
ing to open your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my
people; and | will bring you back to the land of Israel.

Resurrection: CHURCH Romans 8:9,10,11

Resurrection: Jesus the Resurrection and the Life. John 11:25
The Glory of God is resurrection.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF GIFTS AND DONATIONS I
IGeneral Offering for last week; Worship March 22, 2020— I
I$158.00 Attendance— 7. Bible Enrichment March 17 $5.00. |
ISpecial Gifts: $1,000.00 in memory of Robb Bacon from his :

|
|

Isister Deborah Wood. For all these gifts we give thanks and
I praise.

UPCOMING EVENTS

Bible Enrichment Session Tuesday March 24 6:30
PM We are continuing our study in the Book of Ephe-
sians. This week' we will continue discussing the six fold minis-

try.

Thursday March 26 Eimira LGBTQIS Social Group will not
be meeting until the New York State ban on group meetings is
lifted.

Inquiries Classes 7:00 — 8:30 PM on Skype

IC 5 April 1 Sexuality 2 Lisa and Brother

Holy Week 2020

Palm Sunday April 5 10:30 a.m.

Holy Thursday April 9 7:00 p.m.

Good Friday April 10 7:00 p.m.

Holy Saturday April 11 8:00 p.m.

Resurrection Sunday Brunch April 12 ??7?? time
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Ray Of Hope Church Weekly Schedule
Elmira Worship- Sunday 10:30 AM - 380 W. First St. Parson-
age/Monastery. Join us live on SKYPE: rayofhope26 is our con-
tact name. Sign on by 10:15 AM.
Syracuse Worship- looking for a host in Syracuse. For more

information Click Here.

Bible Enrichment- Tuesday 6:30-8 PM-380 W. First St. Parson-
age /Monastery. Or Join us live on SKYPE: rayofhope26 is our

contact name. Sign on by 6:15 PM. Click Here.
** to call the Pastor: Rev. Shawn Benedict: 607-280-0374*

Policy Concerning Minors at Events

Ray Of Hope Church Of Our Lord Jesus Christ welcomes all youth
and children to worship with us and participate in our activities. We
endeavor to provide a safe and non-threatening environment for all
children. To this end, we have a Policy Concerning Minors at
Events, which is available from the Clerk upon request and is on our
web site; http://www.rayofhopechurch.com/Minors_At_Events.htm.
Please enjoy your visit with us, and we hope you will return.

NOTE: On June 15, 1996, as a part of the Ordination Ceremony
and his profession of Benedictine Vows, Rev. Leo W. McDermott, Il
retired the use of his secular birth name and was given a new name
in religion, Brother Shawn Francis Benedict.

The Chapel will not be open to the public at this time as we try to
do out part to stop the spread of COVID-19. However, all of our
regular services will be available live on Skype. To get the infor-
mation on how to use Skype to participate with us Click Here.. As
soon as the ban on group meeting in New York State is lifted the
chapel will be reopened.

Visitors: Please feel free to fill out the information slip below
and place it in the collection plate. Please indicate any special
needs you may have. All information will be used for church
purposes only.

Name:
Phone:

Email Address:

___l'would like to be included on the church Email list.

____l'would like to schedule an appointment with the Pastor.
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+ Ray Of Hope Church Statement Of Purpose

In the Spirit of God, and in the footsteps of Christ Jesus, we the Faith
Community at Ray Of Hope Church commit to:

* guide and welcome all people to the Free Gift of Salvation
in Christ Jesus, with a God-ordained celebration of all sexual
orientations, and gender expressions, with an open ministry
to persons affected by or infected with HIV/AIDS, their fami-
lies and friends,

* declare and openly assert the truth that same-sex
relationships, founded and fostered in God-centered love, are
holy and blessed, and in fact originate by the work of the Holy
Spirit; and, that God equally uses blessed same-sex and het-
erosexual Holy Unions and Marriages to bring God’s own
love and good news of “Salvation to all who believe” into the
world,

e uphold, proclaim, and teach the historic Biblical Christian
Doctrine, build community through worship and prayer, break
the bread, and live the ministry of the Holy Spirit,

* change the world around us by living Gospel principles of
social justice in everything we do, thereby exposing all forms
of prejudice, oppression, racism, homophobia, sexism, and
misogyny,

 proclaim the ray of hope, which is the soon coming return
of Christ Jesus, and the fullness of His Eternal Community
where the Will of God will establish liberty, justice, equity, and
peace for all God’'s People and the universe.

Visit us on line:

Our website: www.rayofhopechurch.com
Our YouTube page: www.youtube.com/rayofhopenyglbtgs
Scripture verses to share with others:

Romans 15:13 Now may the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in
believing, that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.

Titus 2:11 The grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all..

John 5:24 Those who hear my word and believe in God who sent me, have
eternal life, will never come under judgment and have passed from death to
life already.

Romans 10:13 “For whoever calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.”
(repeated @ Joel 2:32; Acts 2:21) “everyone, anyone who” asks.

“Lord” here refers to God principally as in the book of Joel that is being quot-

ed, so all persons who call on God shall be saved.

“Behold, | am doing a new thing; now it springs forth, do you not perceive it?”
(Isaiah 43:19 ESV)
“Behold, | make all things new.” (Revelation 21:5)
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